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FROM THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR. 


THE PLAIN OF JERICHO. 





On the east it is bounded by the mountains of 
Pisgah and Moab, from which the children of Is- 


i4 rael had the first view of the land of promise, and 
where the ashes of Moses are supposed to repose. | 


On the west, by a chain of mountains, at the foot 
of which Jericho is situated. On the south, the 
plain appears to the eye almost boundless, at the 
d northern extremity of which, is a great lake, in 
dead and awful silence. Tisisthe Lake Asplal- 
ties, or Dead Sea, as it is more commonly called: 
it assumes the form of a bow, lies between a chain 
< of mountains, is estimated at about eighty miles in 
leugth, aud twenty miles in breadth ; bat it was 
impossible, at the particular spot where I stood, to 
take the whole into view, as it appeared to have a 
f curving position, and although it is understood to 
have, no visible issue, yet it does not overflow. The 
river Jordan every day discharges into the Dead 
Sea about 6,090,000 tons of water. So great a 
quantity of water being received without any visi- 
bie increase in the limits of the Dead Sea, some 
conjecture that it must be absorbed by the burning 


a sands; others, that there are some subterraneous 
ie caviliesto receive it. Provided the sea should be 











72 miles jong, and 18 broad, aod 6914 tons of va- 
por being allowed to every sgnare mile, there will 
be drawn up every day, above 8,960,000 tons. As 
the heat of the sun is more inten-e be: e than inthe 
Meditierrsnean Sea, exhaling thereby a greater 
| proportion of vapor, so the Jor in Inayv, th some 
| measure, make up this excess, by swelling more at 
one time than another, though without doubt there 
are other rivers, particularly trou the mountains 
of Moab, that must continually discharge them- 
selves into the Dead Sea. No language of the 
most eloquent writer, can give a proper descrip- 
tion of that mouraful devastation which reigns in 
this devoted region, from the curses denounced 
ayaiust it, or express that solemn horror, whtrek the 
scene is so much calculated to inspire. ‘This par- 
ticular country must be visited in order to be be- 
lieved to be as it really is, strikingly monumental 
of the tremendous wrath of Aloughty God, and 
held up an everlasting warning to mankind. To 
the terrible acts, indeed, of his vengeance here, we 
find allusions in the Sacred Volume, by the denun- 
ciation of the divine judgment of apostate Israel :— 
[ now 
Drew to, where in dreadful ire, 
Heaven rain'd ov earth of old a storm of fire, 
To avenge the wrongs which nature s laws endure@, 
Ou that dire race ww berrid deeds ured, 
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A profound silence, awful as death, hangs over | 


the lake, but the sound of its heavy waters slowly 
rolling before the wind, which blew at the time, and 
along with heavy showers, was even more appall- 
ing than the desolation of its shores. At this time 
after reading from the Bible, that tragical and 
heart-rending description of the “fire and brim- 
stone,” which raived upon the place, I gazed un 
every thing around me, and in the midst of my sav- 
age guards, rivetted to the spot in silent wonder, 
and awful dread, feeling as if I had been brougint 
to the very verge of the habitable world, to which 
the words of Moses might with propriety have been 
applied. (Heb. xii. 21.) The strongest wish that 
I could express, at this peculiar moment, was, that 
those infidels who know not God, nor believe in 
his gospel, were standing on the same spot, spec- 
tators of those terrible scenes which would have 
unhinged every nerve, shaken them to the centre, 
and brought home powerlul conviction to their de- 
luded minds, on the existence of demonstrative ev- 
idence of the truth of revelation, that there is an 
Almighty power, whose arm has been made bare ; 
thrown down the thunderbolts of his vengeance, 
and burned up his adversaries. In this solitude I 
derived something like an emotion of pleasure, 
from the sight of a hawk, which passed over the 
low unnavigated waters, an incident in itself, doub- 
ly pleasing, since it not only broke the course of 
those distressing feelings which are forced ona 
traveller, by such awful vestiges of divine indign- 
tion, but was a marked contradiction to the repea- 
ted assertion, that no birds can fly over the lake on 
account of the pestiferous vapor exhaled from its 
surface. It is also said, that no fish can exist with- 
in its waters, and certainly, I bad no evidence to 
the contrary, having no means to try if the lake 
did contain fish, nor could I perceive on the shore 
any shells resembling those of oysters, &c. or that 
it changed color, as some have observed. ‘Neither 
did I discover the pillar of salt, or those apples 
which have been so often alluded to, or find in 
truth a solitary tree of any species. On the whole, 
a vast wilderness, frightful sterility, and the strange 
apparitional form of the moving sands, are suffi 
cient, without any extravagant fiction and chi- 
meras of the imagination, to impress a beholder 
with most profound sentiments of religious awe, 
and the dreadful power of an avenging Deity. It 
was on this plain that the manna, which at one 
time, was rained from heaven, but had then ceas- 
ed to fall, that many of the utensils and vessels 
were made for the use of the splendid temple at Je 
rusalem; and that the Redeemer placed his sacred 
steps, when he proclaimed his doctrine; and, as ] 
entered Jericho, when the glorious sun was going 
down, other remarkable events recorded in Scrip. 
ture occurred, especially of the crowd which fol- 
lowed after him, when he entered and proclaimed 
salvation in the house of the rich man. (Luke xix. 
2, 9.)—Wilson’s Travels. 


FABER ON. THE RIGHT USE OF 
THE FATHERS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
Your correspondent R. X. (in your Num- 
ber for September, p. 551.) wishes to have 


some account of the benefits to be Pree er : ; 
from the study of the Fathers. Should the! are notto fancy, thateach individual is arbitra- 
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present communication suit the purpose of 
your work, and seem likely to meot his de- 
sires, it is much at your service. 

I. My general view of the degree of im- 
portance which attaches to the writings of 
the Fathers, I would briefly state as follows.— 

We receive them not, as being in the ab- 
stract infallible propounders of true doctrine ; 
for the privilege of infallibility we limit to 
direct inspiration. But, as witnesses, both 
to the train of thinking, to the mode of ex- 
plaining Scripture, and to the statement of 
doctrines, which prevailed at the times dur- 
ing which they severally flourished, we justly 
deem them invaluable. 

II. Your correspondent seems to me to 
have expressed himself very inaccurately res- 
pecting a matter of much importance; and 
the pointing out of this defect will enable 
me the better to exemplify what I esteem the 
true and legitimate use of the Fathers. He 
recommends, that we should steadily keep 
before us the fundamental principle, that the 
Bible, and the Bible only, is the religion of 
Protestants : and he asserts, that we ought 
not to introduce the Fathers, as arbiters in 
controversies which the Scriptures alone must 
be allowed to determine. 

I must always regret, when propositions 
are set forth thus nakedly and generally ; for 
they can serve no end, save that of exposing 
us to the attacks of our brethren of the Latin 
Church. 

1, Doubtless, in the legitimate sense of 
the words, the Bible, and the Bible only, is 
the religion of Protestants: but I greatly 
fear, that these words are very commonly used 
in a sense which they are by no means in- 
tended to convey. T'he Bible, and the Bible 
only, is certainly our religion; if, by such 
expression, we mean to intimate, that we will 
receive nothing, save what can be clearly 
proved from Scripture: but, if we mean to 
say, that the Bible only is_so the religion of 
the Protestants, that each crude interpreter, 
depending solely upon his own unassisted 
judgment, is thus arbitrarily to strike out a 
theological system for himself, we make an 
assertion, whereof it is difficult to determine 
whether the folly or the mischief be the 
greater, 

After rejecting what cannot be proved 
Strom Scripture, we have still to learn what 
Scripture actually teaches. Now, this is obvi- 
ously a matter of interpretation: and, before 
our faith can be fixed, we must have, not only 
the Bible itself, but also such an exposition 
of the Bible as, on solid grounds, may be 
thought to propound its genuine sense. When 





it is said, therefore, that the Bible, and the 
Bible only, is the religion of Protestants, we 
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rily to frame a system for himself; for, in 
that case, we may well nigh have as many re- 
ligions as there are expositors. But we are 
tounderstand by the apophthegm, that i¢ ts a 
principle with Protestants to receive nothing 
save what can be demonstrated from the Bi- 
ble. Thus, on the broad Protestant principle, 
I am bound to reject the invocation of saints ; 
because no such practice can be demonstra- 
ted trom Scripture ; but, on the same broad 
Protestant principle, I am not bound to reject 
the doctrine of transubstantiation; because, 
whether that doctrine be or be not the mind 
of Scripture depends purely upon a point of 
interpretation, respecting which (as we all 
know) there may be a very considerable di- 
versity of opinion. 

2. Your correspondent proposes, that the 
Scriptures alone, with a studied exclusion of 
the Fathers, must be allowed to determine 
controversies. 

He writes, I fear, without fully considering 
the amount of what he writes. When a con- 
troversy respects image-worship, or any other 
matter which cannot be scripturally establish- 
ed, then, no doubt, the Bible alone can de- 
termine the controversy: because, either its 
total silence or its marked reprobation, more 
or less strongly condemns the practice, But 
the matter assumes a very different aspect, 
when the controverted point itself professes 
to be built upon Scripture. 

In the Socinian controversy respecting the 
Godhead of Christ, or in the Romish contro- 
versy respecting transubstantiation, how will 
your correspondent manage to make the Bible 
alone determine the question? Such contro- 
versies respect, in truth, the very meaning of 
the Bible. Whence it is evident, that, if two 
men differ as to te meaning of the Bible, th« 
Bible itse/f,to which they equally appeal, can- 
not possibly alone determine their controver- 
sy. Can the Bible alone, for instance, de- 
termine the controversy between the ‘T'rini- 
tarian and the Antitrinitarian ; or the con- 
troversy between the Transubstantialits and 
the Antitransubstantialists? Clearly it can- 
not: for the two sets of opponents severally 
appeal to it with equal confidence ; and when 
they have argued from~ Scripture until they 
are all heartily weary, all still contend, that 
Scripture is manifestly on the side which they 
have respectively espoused, 1 may err in 
my view of this matter ; but, if your cor- 
respondent will explain now the Scriptures 
alone must be allowed to determine controver- 
sies, | shall better understand the principle 
en which he refuses to introduce the Fa- 
thers as arbiters. 

Ill. My present difference from him ov 
this point is so great, that I really kaw not 
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-how we are to decide many of ‘our doctrinal 
controversies, save by calling in as arbiters 
those very individuals whom he would reject ; 
and in truth, this, if I mistake not, is the prop- 
er use of the Fathers. I receive them not, 
as being abstractedly and per se irresistible 
arbiters: but I receive them according to their 
several degrees of antiquity, as witnesses to 
that system of doctrine which the primyive 
Catholic Church universally maintained as 
having received it immediately from the 
hands of the inspired Apostles. 

Take, as a specimen of the mode in which 
{ would use the Fathers, the two controver- 
sies to which [ have just alluded. 

1. Between Trinvitarians and Antitrinitari- 
ans, the dispute is, whether Scripture teaches 
the Godhead of Christ and the doctrine of a 
personal ‘l'rinity, on the one hand ; or wheth- 
er it teaches the bare manhood of Christ 
and the doctrine of an impersons! Unity, oa 
the other hand. In prosecuting the dispute, 
the difference between the parties respects 
the interpretation of a variety of texts; and, 
so far as the Bible alone is concerned, each is 
quite positive that itis clearly in Ais favour. 
What then is to be done? Must we, with 
your correspondent, call upon the Bible alone 
to determine the controversy, when the very 
controversy respects ‘he true meaning of the 
Bible itself? Or must we confer the office 
of arbiter upon primitive antiquity ? The lat- 
ter is the plan which I would venture to re- 
commend: nor do 1 see what reasonable ob- 
jection can be madetoit. They, who lived 
nearest to the Apostles, must best have known 
the mind of the Apostles, If then the Apostles 
were humanitarians and antitrinitarians, so 
must the primitive church have been ; and, 
consequently, if the reverse, the reverse. And 
now let us see how the matter actually stands, 
With respect to the texts litigated between 
the Trinitarian and the Antitrinitarian, not 
an instance can be brought, so far as I know, 
from any Father of the first three centuries, 
in which any one of those texts is expoun- 
ded as Dr. Priestly or Mr. Belsham would 
expound them. From my own actual exam- 
ination I speak with confidence, that the Fa- 
thers invariably understand the litigated texts 
as the Trinitarian still understands them, 
Now, if the Apostles had been unanimous de- 
niers of Christ’s Godhead, this remarkable 
circumstance, so far as I can judge, would 
have been physically impossible. In that 
case, Scripture, in the primitive church, must 
have been universally expounded as Antitrini« 
tarians mow expound it. But the primitive 


church, in her exposition of litigated Scripe 
ture, universally differs from Dr. Priestly and 
Mr. Belsham, Therefore, siace the system 
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of those writers isnot the system of the prim- 
itive church, it cannot have been taught b¢ 
the Apostles, and consequently must be false. 

Take another mode of adducing witnesses. 
Justin Martyr bears the following testimony 
to the worship and doctrine of the primitive 
church, 

“ Him, ihe Father, and the Son, who came 
forth from him, anl who taught us both res- 
pecting these things and respecting the army 
of the other goed angels who follow him and 
resemble him: and the prophetic Spirit : these 
three we worship as wE adore, honouring 
them wn word and in truth, and unjudgingly 
delivering to him who wishes to learn, As 
WE OURSELVES HAVE BEEN TAUGHT.” Justin. 
Apol. i. vulg. ii. p. 43. Sylburg. 1593. 

Justin flourished only forty years after the 
death of St. John. His use of a plural phra- 
seology shews, that he speaks not merely 
of his own individual practice, but of the 
practice of the whole church. And his inti- 
mation, that he and his contemporaries were 
willing to teach others as they themselves had 
been taught by their predecessors, demon- 
strates, that the ecclesiastical generation, 
which preceded Justin, believed and worship- 
hie exactly in the same manner as himself. 

f then such worship were the worship of 
the church only forty years after the death of 
St. John, and if the church had learned this 
worship from the church of a yet earlier pe- 
riod, chronological necessity will compel us 
to admit, that this identical worship must 
have been the worship of the catholic church 
even in the life-time of that Apostle. I cite 
Justin only as a witness to facts: but then 
the facts, which he attests, are of such a na- 
ture as to involve the inevitable Trinitarian- 
ism of the Apostles. He bears witness, that 
John and the contemporaries of John taught 
to their successors the worship of the Father 
and the Son and the prophetic Spirit ; and 
that the worship thus handed down was the 
worship of the catholic church only forty years 
after the death of John; which worship the 
catholic church was ready to teach to others 
as she herself had received. 

Evidence of the same description is afforded 
by Irenéus. This eminent person taught the 
Godhead of Christ and his joint worship with 
the Father and the Spirit. _ As he taught, so 
he professed to have received from Polycarp, 
who similarly professed to have received from 
St. John: and, that he himself taught the 
identical doctrines of Polycarp, he appeals to 
the churches of proconsular Asia, among 
whom Polycarp had sat as bishop of Smyrna 
for the long space of half a century from his 
consecration by John.4ren. adv. her. lib. i. 
c. 2, § 1,2, 35 lib. iii, ¢.3. § 3. 


° ~ 





FROM THP RECORDER AND TELEGRAPH. 


NARRATIVE OF A REVIVAL OF RELI- 
GION IN SALEM, MASS. 


When God bestows the special influences of his 
Spirit, in the conversion of sinners and the en- 
largement of his church, it should be recorded as 
a memorial of his distinguishing mercy. A revi- 
val of religion glorifies the name of the blessed 
Trinity, and, while a knowledge of it diffuses joy 
through the heavenly mansions, it gives comlort 
to the Christian or earth, and presents before him 
a strong incentive to fervent prayer and unceas- 
ing labour in the service of his Master. 

This ancient town has been favoured with ma- 
ny seasons of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. Ever since its first settlement, in the year 
1628, it has been blessed with pious and faithful 
ministers of the Gospel. It shared, in common 
with the capital of New England and many other 
parts of the country, in that glorious revival which 
marks the age of Edwards, Whitefield, the Ten- 
nents, and other luminaries of the American 
church, whose names wil] be had in everlasting re- 
membrance. 

There was an extensive work of grace about 
the year 1786, and another of considerable exteut 
in the year 1804. But as no account of any revi- 
vals of religion here ts known to have been writ- 
ten, before that which took place in 1810, we have 
no means of particular information as to their ex- 
tent and character. 

In the early part of 1810, a precious shower of 
Divine iufluence was shed down, almost simulta- 
neously, upon this place and several of the towns 
in its vicinity. It was very sudden in its com- 
mencement, and rapid and powerful in its prog- 
ress, like a mighty rushing wind. And although 
it continued but about three months, yet it greatly 
enriched these vineyards of the Lord, and many 
of the fruitful trees that still adorn them, sprung 
up under the genial influence of that shower of 
grace. In Salem, and the five contiguous towns 
of Marblehead, Danvers, Beverly, Manchester 
and Wenham, the whole number of hopeful con- 
verts, the fruits of that memorable work, was about 
600. Most of them were united to the several 
churches; and those who are yet alive, generally 
adorn their Christian profession. A narrative of 
that revival may be seen in the 3d vol. of the Pa- 
noplist, in the numbers for April and May, 1811. 

Since 1810, several of the congregations in Sa- 
lem have been refreshed with small showers, and 
considerable accessions have been made to the 
churches. But no very extensive effusions of the 
Holy Spirit were experienced after that me until 
the spring of 1824. 

The intelligence of such effusions, about six 
years ago, in the state of Connecticut and many 
other parts of the country, and in several of our 
principal Colleges and Academies, appeared, in 
1822 and 1823, to exert a quickening influence 
upou Christians here, and to excite a strong desire 
for such a work among ourselves. They accor- 
dingly looked with deep coneern upon the low 
staie of religion, and became more fervent in pray- 
er, that God would revive his work among us. A 
number of the brethren of those churches that are 
more particularly connected, held frequent stated 



























PG 


- - 
Ser... 








~~ 





Th Maan 





1826.] 


meetings for prayer, in which they united their 
supplications for the specific object, a revival of 
religion in this place Severa! of these little meet- 
ings were held every week ; and one day in each 
week was, by agreement, observed by a number of 
brethren as a day of private fasting and prayer, 
with a special reference to the same object. In 
this manner they strengthened each other’s hands 
in the Lord; and while they fasted and prayed, 
they became much more active than usual in the 
use of those means which God is pleased to bless 
for the promotion of his gracious designs. 

And though in general the wise and foolish were 
slumbering together, the more vigliant could clear 
ly discern a movement upon the minds of the peo- 
ple, which gave strength to their hopes. Reli 
gious meetings were attended by greater numbers 
and with greater solemnity ; and an unusual dispo- 
sition was manifested among the youth to listen to 
the instructions of God’s word, and attend to the 
eare of their souls, 

About this time, an Union Prayer Meeting, on 
every Saturday evening, was established in the 
large and commodious vestry of the Tabernacle 
Church, and attended by members of all the or- 
thodox churches in the town. These meetings 
were generally conducted by the brethren of the 
laity, were fully attended and very interesting, and 
contributed much, there is reason to believe, to 
procure those spiritual blessings that were after- 
ward experienced. Here it was delightful to see 
the followers of Christ, of several denominations, 
forgetting those minor points of difference which 
too often put real christians asunder, all uniting 
with one heart and voice, in devout supplication 
to our common Father and Saviour, for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, the salvation of lost 
men, and the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. This meeting, which serves as a bond 
of union, is still maintained, and attended by large 
numbers. 

But notwithstanding these encouraging circum- 
stances, there were no other indications of a spe- 
cial work of the Spirit, until the spring of 1824. 
In the latter pert of April of that year, a young 
man of the Rev. Mr. Emerson’s congregation, who 
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of June, the rain descended. The influence spread 
from heart to heart, froin house to house, and from 
neighborhood to neighborhood, increasing as it 
went, until the excitement became general and 
strong. It was not, indeed, like a mighty rushing 
wind, or the pouring of a torrent, but like the dis- 
tilling of the gentle dew, silent, yet effectual. Re- 
ligious meetings, which were well attended before, 
were now full to overflowing, and solemn as the 
house of death. 

Through the instrumegtality of a member of 
the Theological Seminary at Andover, acting at 
this time as an Agent of the Society for the Mor- 
al and Religious instruction of the poor, the work 
appeared to be much advanced. The earnestness 
and pungency with which he applied divine truth 
to the consciences of the impenitent at religious 
meetings and personal visits, mede a strong im- 
pression upon the minds of many ;—impressions, 
that, through the power of the Holy Spirit, in nu- 
merous instances, issued, as we have reason to be- 
lieve, in their saving conversion. 

At this time, an United Inquiry Meeting was es- 
tablished for conversation with individuals, and 
designed especially for the anxious belongivg to 
the three congregations under the care, respective- 
ly, of the Rev. Mr. Emerson, the Rev. Mr. Cor- 
nelius, and the Rev. Mr. Williams. ‘This meeting 
was attended by these ministers and others in the 
ministry, or preparing for it, who were occasional- 
lv present, and was continued through the year, 
During the summer, while the work was in its most 
iuteresting state, many meetings, besides the larg- 
er ones attended in the evening, were held in pri- 
vate houses, in the day time, for the accomimoda- 
tion of particular neighborhoods. At this time, the 
ordinary means of grace were peculiarly eifectual. 
Every sermon, prayer, and exhortation, seemed to 
come with power, 

On the Sist of August, Gen. Lafayette visited 
this place, and great fears were eutertained, be- 
fore he came, that the parade and excitement of 
that occasion would divert the attention of the 
thoughtful and anxious from the eave of their 
sovls, and retard the progress of the work. But 
God, by an awful providence, prevented so disas- 


moved in the higher walks of society, had a nu-Mrous a result. On the morning of that day, a 


merous circle of acquaintance, and was held by 
them in high estimation for his amiable disposi- 
tion and social virtues, was suddenly arrested, in 
the midst of youthful bloom and the gaities of a 
fashionable life, and hurried into eternity, ina 
manner peculiarly solemn and affecting. 

That young man seems to have been made an 
example for the warning and salvation of others. 
Several of his gay companions were immediately 
aroused from the slumbers of impenitence, and 
found no peace until they submitted to the terms of 
peace proposed in the gospel. That alarming 
providence produced a genera! solemnity among 
the young, and was the cause, as numbers after- 
wards stated, of impressing their minds with the 
necessity of that religion, of which they found 
themselves destitute. During the month of Muy, 
things remained in a state of awful silence and sus- 
pense. The cloud seemed to be standing over us, 
emitting here and there a drop upon the parched 
fields, and exciting in those who watched it, the 
alternate emotions of hope and feai, as they obser- 


young woman, who had been anxious several 
weeks, and attended the meetings of inquiry, ob- 
served to an inmate of the family, that she was de- 
termined to dress herself and go out and enjoy the 
scenes of the day. She accordingly commenced 
her preparations ; and in a few nioments, while she 
was standing near her friend at the bed-side, she 
instantly fell, and only had time to atter the excla- 
mation * What!” before she was a corpse. This 
death occurring under circumstances so peculiar, 
made such an impression upon the minds of the 
youth, that the whole scene of that day appeared 
rather to accelerate than retard the work. 

But few of the recent subjects of grace madea 
public profession of religion until the first Sabbath 
in November. On that day, which is memorable 
to many, 55 were admitted into Mr. Emerson’s 
church, $3 into the Tabernacle churc!, under the 
care of the Rev. Mr. Cornelins; and ou the fol- 
lowing month, 32 were admitted into the Presby- 
terian church, under the care of the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
liams. In the two churches first named, the sac- 
rament of the Lord’s Supper is celebrated every 





ved the changes in its aspect. In the beginning: 
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month; and from that day to the present, some 
hare been admitted into these churches, at almost 
every celebration. 

Through the winter and spring of 1825, though 
the good work continued, there was a visible abate- 
ment of its power. But during most of the sum- 
mer, the new cases of awakening and apparent 
conversion became much more frequent, and we 
hoped fora siill greater increase. But from the 
beginning of Autumn to the present time, we have 
had the pain to witness_a gradual decline. The 
work, however, has not teased. The special ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit are yet manifest among 
us. Cobristians to a good degree, are prayerful, ac- 
tive, and exemplary ; religious meetings, both on 
the Sabbath, and at other times, are attended with 
solemnity and feeling ; numbers of the impenitent 
are anxiously inquiring what they shall do to be 
saved ; and some, from week to week, are brought 
from the bondage of sin, into the liberty of the sons 


of God. 
Extent of the Revival. 


The following schedule will show the numbers 
that have been admitted to the several churches 
therein named, since the commencement of the 


revival, 
To Rev. Mr. Emerson’s church, 


To Rev. Mr. Cornelius’ church, 
To Rev. Mr. Williams’ church, 
To Dr. Bolles’ [Baptist] church, 


Whole number, 113 
By prolession, 92 
Whole number, 100 
By profession, 98 
Whole number, 39 
4 profession, 38 

hole number, 39 
By profession, 35 
To the Episcopal church, Ally profession ae 


Total number, 307 


Of these 95 were males, and 212 females; 117 
were heads of families. And it is a delightful 
thought, that in so many houses where the domes- 


tic altar had before heen unknown, the incense of 


the morning and evening sacrifice now ascends 
before the throne of the Eternal. 

But though so large a proportion of them are 
heads of families, the work has prevailed chiefly 
among people in the early part of life. A very 
large majority of those who appear to have expe- 
rienced renewing grace, are under 30 years of age. 
In the congregations above specified, numbers, it 
is believed, have experienced this renewal who 
have not yet made a public profession of their 
faith. These, it is hoped, will soon be disposed to 
take their stand on the Lord’s side, and, like Caleb 
of old, to follow the Lord fully. The number of 
these may be estimated at 60 or 70. 

It is an interesting circumstance, that a consid. 
erable number of persons belonging to towns in the 
vicinity of Salem, attracted by the report of an ex- 
traordinary work of the Spirit, came to witness its 
operation ; and, having experienced the power of 
it in their own hearts, returned to tell their neigh- 
bors and friends how great things the Lord had 
done for them. 

Numbers too, who had for years been vacillating 
between hope and fear, and groping in darkness, 
have been quickened and illuminated, and are now 
decided and active professors of religion. 

To these statements it may be useful to add, 
that in the four Padobaptist societies above men- 
tioned, about two thirds of those who appear to 
have experienced the “renewing ef the Holy 


-@host,” were children of the eharch ; having been 


(Fee. 


consecrated to God in their infancy. And from 
what information we possess on the subject, we are 
fully persuaded that a great majority of the people 
in the land, who give evidence of piety, are, in the 
same sense, children of the church. When this 
is viewed in connection with the fact that the visi- 
ble church constitutes a very small proportion of 
the population of the country, how evident it is that 
God has a special regard to his gracious covenant, 
and signally blesses Ins own institutions. 


Character of the Revival. 


Though a revival of true religion is a work of 
God’s Spirit, yet those who direct its operations, 
have much influence in forming its visible char- 
acter. Great care has been taken by the clergy- 
men who have had the direction of this work, to 
prevent disorder and excess. As far as possible, 
they have attended and conducted the religious 
meetings, and caused them to be closed at seasona- 
ble hours. The work has accordingly been silent, 
calm and gradual, yet deep and powerful in its 
progress. As we are social beings, and Christian- 
ity is a social religion, the heart is unavoidably af- 
fected, in such a time of excitement, by the power 
of sympatby. But, in most cases among us, the 
distress and comfort that individuals expressed, 
were evidently produced by the force of divine 
truth. In the length of time ducing which the 
hopeful subjects of grace were under painful con- 
victions of sin and danges before they were reliev- 
ed by submission and hope, and in the pungency 
of those convictions, there was a striking differ- 
ence, in different cases. In some the convictions 
were succeeded by peace and joy, ina few days. 
In others, they continued several months; and 
some who were awakened in the early part of the 
revival, are still anxious and without hope. 

Though the anguish of spirit, in several instan- 
ces, Was so intense as te seem impossible to be long 
sustained, yet there was no crying out, no swoon- 
ing, nor any thing to disturb the order of assem- 
blies. 


Character of the Preaching. 


It was an object of special attention with the 
preachers, to illustrate and enforce the distinguish- 
ing truths of the gospel in an experimental way. 
They aimed to make direct appeals to the con- 
sciences of the people, by showing them the na- 
ture of sin, and the character of their own hearts, 
and the duty of immediate repentance and sub- 
mission to God. They said much of the'work of 
the Holy Spirit, and held up to view the all-suffi- 
ciency of the Saviour, with a reference always to 
the retributions of eternity. 


Influence of Bible Classes. 

This institvtion, which brings the most interes- 
ting portion of society under the direct influence 
of pastoral instruction, has been a powerful auxil- 
iary to this work of grace, The truth of this asser- 
tion will be clearly seen in the following statement 
of the number, who have made a public profession 
of religion, within the last 20 months ; belonging 
to those congregations in which the revival has 
chiefly prevailed. 

Of Rev. Mr. Cornelius’ Bible Class, 50 





Of Rev. Mr. Emersons’ do. do. 40 
Of Rev. Mr. Williams’ do. do. 21 
Total, 111 
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Help in the Werk. 

At such a time, when the ca!l for labor is loud 
and constant, the stated pastors must have the aid 
of other spiritua! Jaborers or much of the harvest 
will wither and perish in the field. Many thanks 
are due to those clergymen who came in and put 
forth their hands to help forward this work of the 
Lord. Several of the students in the Theological 
Seiminary at Andover, impelled by a desire to co- 
operate iv promoting this work, spent their vaca- 
tions among us, in conducting religious meetings 
and visiting from house to house. Nor did they 
Jabor in vain. Their efforts in many tmstances 
were signally blessed. But all the fruit of their 
labor wil! not appear until the disclosure of the last 
day. Efficient aid has also heen rendered by ma- 
ny of the lay brethren of our churches, who have 
been warmly and actively engaged in promoting 
the revival in a variety of ways. Though the 
work is the Lord’s and all the glory is due to his 
nanze, yet he operates by a system of means; and 
so far as acaveful observation of facts can deter- 
mine, we are led to the conclusion, that the work 
has advanced in proportion to the amount of means 
employed, and the wisdom and fidelity with which 
they were used. 


Moral Effects of the Revival. 


When we consider the value of an immortal 
soul, its deliverance from the thraldom of sin, and 
the glorious results of this deliverance, on the one 
hand, and the tremendous consequences of resis- 
ting the Holy Ghost and perishing from amidst the 
displays of redeeming grace, on the other; the 
moral effects of this work rise before us with a 
magnitude which we cannot grasp. Many rejoice 
in God their Saviour, and will forever adore the 
hand that plucked them from the fire. Butmany 
others will doubtless sink the deeper in the abyss 
ofwo. They have hardened themselves in impen- 
itence by shutting their eyes against the light, and 
bave sinned against the spirit of God, by ridiculing 
and reviling the effects of his operations. 

Some too, who had appeared to be near the 
kingdom of heaven, have drawn back, there is 
great reason to fear, unto perdition. 


THE LUKEWARM PROFESSOR. 


Behold the picture !—Is it like ? 


In attaching to the present essay the superscrip- 
tion or title of The Lukewarm Professor, it will 
be naturally expected that some evidences of such 
a character be given, by which the reader may de- 
cide in the application or non-application of them 
to himself—A lukewarm character in spiritual 
concerns, is then distinguished first, by a neglect 
of private devotions. Declensions in any cause 
must of course have acommencement. And with 
regard to the declension of the soul in the ways of 
God “it most generally,” says a venerable divine, 
“begins at the closet door.” He who is the sub- 
ject of heart religion is no stranger to the devo 
tions of the closet. Here he is mos! earnest and 
familiar with God; here he unbesoms his often 
heavily-charged heart; here he repairs when the 
clouds of darkness and temptation gather thickly 
around him ; here he prays, and weeps, and wres- 
tles with God till he prevails; here he is refreshed 
and blessed; here a drop of celestial bliss some- 
times distils upon his soul ; and although he leves 
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the house and ordinances of God, stil] the so!ituce 

of the closet is on many accour(s his most eudear- 

ed retreat; and with ali the vast concerns and ne- 

cessities of the soul in view, he can sooner neglect 

the dearest earthly objects that twine around his 

heart, than turn his back upon that sacred and 

hallowed spot, the closet. This, so to speak, is 

the Christian’s dwelling-place. The walls, the 

books, and the very dust, could they all articulate, 

would bear testiniony to the holy fervour of his 

soul. Declensions therefore in the ways of vital 

religion are sure to begin here. From an uniform 

regard to its duties, the map becomes less frequent 

in his visits; from a holy fervour in its exercises, 

he becomes cold and imsipid; from delight, he 
sinks into apathy ; from the most refined pleasures 
and enjoyments, he becomes weary and iniffer- 
eut; until at leagth the delightful employments of 
retirement dwindle into a mere form ; and although 
he may not wholly forsake this retreat, yet all 
within this once happy, peacetu! region is now aw. 
fully cold and chilling, and no longer does he ceal- 

ize the sentiment of the poet— 

“ Pray’r ardent opens heav'n, lets down a stream 

Of glory on the consecrated hour 

Of man in audience with the Deity.” 

When it is thus with the soul, it is no wonder that 
things are ready to expire within. A lukewarm 
professor is further distinguished by an indiffer- 
ence to the public means of grace. If the closet 
has lost its charms,—if there be no longer a reiish 
or thirst to be found engaged with Godn secret, 
itis an infallible proof there can be no lively in- 
terest felt in public ordinances. We do not say 
they are wholly neglected. On the contrary, it is 
very possible they may be punctually attended: 
but notwithstanding they are thus attended, there 
is an evident indifference junder them,—there is 
not that thirst after them which Dovid felt when 
he said, ‘.4s the hart panteth after the water- 
brook, so panteth my soul afier thee, O God.”— 
“ How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
Hosts! my soul longeth, yea even fainteth for the 
courts ofthe Lord.” “ I have loved the habitotion 
of thy house, and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth ;” and again, “ 1 was glad when they said 
unto me let us go into the house of the Lord; our 
feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.” — 
All these expressions imply a love to, and a deep 
interest in, the ordinances of God’s house. Not 
so with the iukewarm character, He attends 
them, it is true ; but instead of their being prayed 
over,—instead of waiting upon God in them with 
earnest expectation,— instead of the soul thirsting 
after the grace promised in them as forme: ly, there 
is, alas, an awful, gloomy indiflerence,—an indif- 
ference that proves any thing but the life of godli- 
ness in the soul. How is it, reader, with thee ih 
these respects ? Art thou lukewarnr,-—neither cold 
nor hot? Beware of the solemn threatening, “2 
will spero thee out of my moulh.” Another evi- 
dence of this dangerous state, is a carelessness in 
the perusal of the sacred scriplures. Where there 
isa thriving in religion, a going forward in the 
ways of holiness; there is a close familiarity kept 
up with the means leading to this inimortant end. 


Where there is an intercourse with Qod ina ptain- 
ed, there is also an intercourse w word.— 
This the believer regards as his father’s will and 


bequest. Here are his promises, |iis supports, his 





consolations, his reproofs, and his directions. In 
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a word, it is his compass, his guide, his chart to 
the heavenly country ; and therefore, with prayer 
and diligence, is he frequently found consulting 
it ; 1 is his well-spring of joy, and from it he draws 
many a cheering draught, as he marches through 
the desert. This is not the case with the luke- 
warm professor ; on the contrary, this precious vol- 
ume with him bas well nigh lost all its interest, 
and wotwithstanding the most delightiul and soul- 
eunobling themes are contained in it,—themes 
upon which angels dwell; yet they are scanned 
over wih a carelessness unworthy of inferior to 

ies. Once indeed, be might have clasped the 
Bible to his heart as his soul’s best treasure, but 
now, alas! its doctrines, its promises, its threaten 

ings, its reproofs, and its insiructions are all alike 
subjects of comparatively little or no mterest: and 
thus he is fallen under the heaviest censures of his 
Lod, and exposed to the severest punishment a 
provoked and righteous father can inflict. Luke- 
warpiness in religion is evidenced also by an aver- 
sion to self-examination. Br cause the wisest aud 
best of men are hable to delusion, and because the 
adversary of souls is ever vigiiant in seeking their 
destruction, therefore, again and again we are 
called on to * watch and pray,” to examine, try, 
and prove ovr own selves, Hence the individual 
who is in earnest for the advancement of bis soul 
in spirirual things, will be ever fearful, distrustful, 
and jealous of his own heart, and of there be ove 
Christen duty which he views of more importance 
than another, it is that-of self-: xamination. Treim- 
bling at the idea of self deception, and longing af- 
ter solid substantial evidences of his salvation, he, 
so far from fearing the serutiny, will be often 
bringing his experience and his evidences to the 
touchstone of scripture; and a greater proof of 
being under the delusion of Satan cannot be given, 
than an aver-ion to this essential, inperative duty. 
But view the lukewarm professor. Sensible in 
some measure that things are not as they once 
were, nor as they should be, he cannot bear to in- 
vestigate things within; he cannot bear to look 
into the various springs and motives of his heart, 
—the disclosure, he knows, would be attended 
with much bitterness and reproach of soul, and 
therefore indifference here too, asin other particu- 
jars, distinguishes him ; and thus, whilst he retains 
the form of godliness, it is almost with a denial of 
its power. ; 

Another sign of this disposition is a disrelish for 
spiritual society and conversation. Where God 
has implanted his grace, and where a sense of di- 
vine things pervades the mind, there will, whatev- 
er be the natural disposition of the man, be a deep- 
er interest felt in spiritual subjects than in those 
which are purely earthly ; and although one Chris- 
tian may not have the pleasing facility in conver- 
sation, and if communicating his thoughts and 
experience, that another has, yet, as he is alive to 
the profit of his soul, there is a sweet relish felt 
for the society and conversation of his fellow trav- 
eliers; and often when thus engaged in speaking 
of the dealings of the Lord, the fire has kindled, 
and with the once_anxious disciples they have been 
ready to say, “did not our hearts burn within us, 
while he talked with us by the way, and while he 

ned to us the scriplures.” Now the lukewarm 


_ character not only feels an indifference, but an 


aversion to close spiritual conversation on personal 
religion : not that he is totally averse to real, vital 
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godliness in the soul, but he has lost the relish of 
it; he is sunk into such a state of apathy and sloth, 
that his spiritual powers are as it were paralyzed ; 
and notwithstanding he could once delightfully 
*xpatiate upon these things, yet now he feels an 
aching void, and an aversion rather than an incli- 
nation to make religion the principal theme of his 
tongue. This is a lukewarm character; one redu- 
ced almost to the lowest ebb; one whose signs of 
vitality are almost extinct; one that must, if thus 
persisting, be ultimately ejected as lukewarm wa- 
ter from the refusing stomach. These evidences 
of a lukewarm spirit we have already named, are 
followed lastly, by wn indifference to the cause of 
God in the world. "To say that such an one is not 
attached to the cause of Christ would vet be ab- 
solutely true; he does, although things are at so 
low an-ebb, still esteem it, and hence he partially 
contributes of his substance to its support, as often 
perhaps as he is required, or as he is called on for 
that purpose. But in the view ofa perishing world 
—in the view of the marshalled armies of the prince 
of darkness, and in the view of the claims of hea- 
ven, where is that activy—that flaming zeal— 
those bowels of compassion—that weeping over 
souls—that deep prevailing concern for the divine 
glory, that should distinguish the intrepid soldier 
of the cross? Alas! the lukewarm professor feels 
nothing of these things,—he is like the door upon 
its hinge moving to and fro, and resembies the 
sordid grovelling mole, rather than the soaring, 
towering eagle. Such is a lukewarm professor of 
the gospel.---Such may be the character of some 
whose perusal this paper may obtain, and to whom 
shall be submitted in some subsequent number, 
the causes and danger of such a spirit, with the 
means to be used asa preservalive against it.— 
Home Miss. Mag. 
EEL ___E_____z=z==_—T__ 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, Fenrvary 11, 1826. 
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THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR. 

The Guardian and Monitor is published at this office, in 
monthly numbers, of 36 duodecimo pages, making a vol- 
ume of 432 pages ina year. Each namber contains an 
engraving. The price to subscribers is one dollar in ad- 
vance. 

It has been with something more than selfish gratifi- 
eation, that the subscriber, (one of the original proprie- 
tors of the Guardian, and now the sole proprietor of the 
united work,) has marked the progressive usefulness, of 
this, the earliest juvenile publication in our land. Ia com- 
mon with his fellow christians of different names, he has 
been persuaded, that while the soldiers of the cross were 
one after another, fast accomplishing their warfare, and 
returning home to the heavenly Zion, to receive their rich 
rewards, the army of Immanuel was to be recruited main- 
ly from among the young. Painful as is the thought, it is 
nevertheless a fact no less attested by experience than by 
revelation, that sooner will ‘the leopard change his spots, 
than they who are accustomed to do evil will learn to do 
well.’ 

Infiuenced by these considerations, he has felt that 
no way of access to the youthful mind should be left un- 
tried. But by what means is the attention of the young 
more likely to be arrested, than by our monthly visitant, 
who comes in language and in garb designedly adapted to 
their years, and speaking in tones so varied, as to reach 
























ear 





a 











dei ros 


1826] 


the ear of the rich and the poor, the grave and the gay 
“Bundles will be sent to the following Agents, at the 
expense of the publisher, where they can be called for, or 
be forwarded from thence as directed, at the expense aud 
risk of subscribers. (viz.) 
Boston—Amos H. Haskell, No. 90, Washington 3t. 
Worcester— Dorr & Howland. 
Northampton—Simeon Butler. 
Brookfield, West Society—Newell &- Tainter. 
Hartford—Peter B. Gleason & Co. 
Middletcown—Dea. Samuel Eells. 
New-VYork—Samuel Whiting, No: 134 Fulton St. 
Bundles will also be sent from New-Haven, by steam 
boat, or stage. 
All payments must be made to the subscriber or his 
agents, and all letters ({] post paid) addressed to Nathan 


Whiting, will be duly attended to. 
NATHAN WHITING. 





Extract of a letter, toa gentleman in this city, 
dated Belchertown, Jan. 26th, 1826. 


“ The state of our religious society is becoming 
very interesting. Some cases of seriousness oc- 
curred as early as in Angust. Recenily, the ex- 
citement has greatly increased, It can hardly, 
however, as yet, be said to be general. Its prog 
ress is remarkably slow, compared with former re- 
vivals. The subjects of it remain for many weeks, 
and in some, not a few cases, months, in a state of 
coaviction, before the light of hope dawns upon 
their hearts. Itis to be hoped that these converts 
will hold on their way, with a stedfastness of pur- 
pose and consistency of character, proportioned to 
the degree of holiness which passed over them. 
Long convictions, like long rains 1n the vernal sea- 
son, are productive of the most abundant and sav- 
ing fruits. This, at least, accords with my obser- 
vation, and ny opportunities for observation, have 
not been inconsiderable.” 


INSTALLATION. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 18th, the Rev. Erastus 
Maursy was installed Pastor of the Trinitarian 
Church and Society in Taunton. Introductory 
prayer by Rev. Mr. Sheldon, of Easton; sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Wisner, of Boston; consecrating 
prayer by Rev. Mr. Fisk, of Wrentham; right 
hand of fellowship, by Rev. Mr. Huntington, of 
North Bridgewater ; charge,oy Rev. Mr. Andross, 
of Berkley ; concluding prayer, by Rev. Mr. Hitch 
cock, of Randolph. 

At the same time and place, Mr. Groner 
Cowxss, of New-Hartford, Conn. was ordained 
to preach as an Evangelist. 


FROM THE AFRICAN REPOSITORY. 


INTERESTING FACTS. 





Tie Collonial Agent, Mr. Ashmun, has lately 
soncluded negotiations with several African ehiefs, 
for the purchase of additional territory. And a 
large and fertile region between the Montserado 
and St. Paul’s rivers, unlimited in its extent to- 
wards the interior, and well adapted to all purpo 
ses of Agriculture, is now under the jurisdiction of 
the Society. The river St. Pauls is north nine 


miles from the Montseradoa, but so connected with 
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Monrovia at all seasons, in the course of two hours, 
The width of this river is about half a mile, and 
the depth at the mouth quite across (varying but 
litthy) fron three to four fathoms. The banks, 
for many miles, are elevated above its level 
iiom twenty to thirty feet, the country chaim- 
poign, free from stones, formerly covered with vil- 
lages, but now desolated bv the slave trade. A 
spot has been laid off on the St. Pauls for a setile- 
ment, aud is, before this, delieved to be occupied 
by enterprising settlers from Virginia. Of the pro- 
gress and result of the negotiations by which this 
fine traci has been ceded tothe Socety, we intend 
in futuce to give a more detailed account. 

Manumissions are now frequent, and the spirit 
which prompts to them ts certainly becoming wide- 
ly diffused. Mr Dickmsou of Baltimore has libe- 
rated a most valuable slave, upon condition that 
he shall emigrate to Africa. Another gentleman, 
aow residing in Baltimore, but in possession of a 
large estate near Norlolk, Virginia, offers to eman- 
cipate all his slavas, amounting to one hundred, 
when the Society can transfer them to the colony. 
The Roman Cathohe Christians in Maryland are, 
we understand, beginning to feel a deep interest 
in the objects of our Institution ; and some individ- 
uals of high respectability among them, have al- 
ready resolved to send their servaats to the colony. 
One of these has twenty slaves, which it is his in- 
tention to send to Liberia. 

The Colonization Society has received a very 
gratifying letter from the respectable society of 
Friends in North Carolina. This denomination, 
for their early and persevering exertions in behalf 
of the people of colour, have acquired a distin- 
guished and bright renown. Their honours will 
never fade while mankind respect the most hu- 
mane and noble actions. The following letter 
merits publication :— 

Jan. 2, 1826. 
To the next annual meeting of the American Colo- 
nization Society, to be held in the city of Wash- 
ington. 

At a meeting appointed by the Yearly Meeting 
of the society of Friends in North Carolina, to at- 
tend to its business in its recess :— 

Having the subject of Colonizing the free peo- 
ple of colour under consideration ; it was agreed 
and directed to be forwarded: That we approve 
the object of the Colonization Society in estab- 
lishing and supporting a colony on the coast of 
Africa, so far as we can consistently with our pa- 
cific principles, and have continued so to do ever 
since we petitioned to Congress for colonization, 
We, the Committe appointed by said meeting te 
transmit the foregoing to you, hereby forward the 
same, to show our hearty approbation of your be- 
nevolent object, and prayers for your success. 

Ricnarp MEenpFeENHALL, 
Purneas Nixon, Junr. Com 
Zimmi STewaat, 


OPPOSITION TO REVIVALS. 
Much excitement exists at the present time, on 
the subject of Revivals. They are properly de- 
nominated, “ out-pourings of the Spirit,” “ re- 
freshing from the presence of the Lord,” &c. and 





it by Stockton creek as to be visited by boats from 





are usually considered by Christians as special 
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visitations of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter of the 
humble and eontrite, the Convicter of sin, of 
rignteousness, and of judgment. These merciful 
visitations are generally attended with great, op- 
position by a part of mankind, and a flood of ridi- 
cule and conteimpt is often poured upon those who 
are in any measure active aS instruments in pro- 
moting them. 

This opposition may be attributed to two causes. 
One is, ignorance of the nature of revivals. This 
iguorance May sometiwes exist even in good men, 
who have never beew favoured with opportunities 
of judging for themselves, and who bave unfor- 
tunately been blinded by prejudice. —But the oth- 
er and grand cause of opposition, is, the depravity 
of the human heart—the influence of the spirit 
which worketh in the children of disobedience ;— 
and from this source, we may expect opposition, as 
long as Satan, that great enemy of the church, 
shall be permitted to have influence over the minds 
and actions of men. 

The few thoughts now offered to the public, 
are only designed to caution Christians against 
hastily uniting in this opposition, from such ill- 
founded impressions as they may chance to re- 
ceive from prejudice, or from the relation of some 
trifling umprudences, which are observable in those 
who are the most Zealous in the cause of the Re- 
deemer. 

[t is true that somethings are occasionally no- 
ticed in revivals, which cannot be approved, and 
which are to be deeply regretted. Yet noone will 
be surprised that such should be the case, when 
he reflects on the character of man—upon the 
frailty and imperfection of the human mind. But 
it is a matter of surprise, tliat good men should 
judge of a work and condemn it, merely from 
these few collateral circumstances. 

Without entering into a full discussion of the 
subject, | will barely state some of the leading fea- 
tures in the character and influence of revivals; 
which have confirmed my mind in the belief that 
they are the work of the Holy Spirit. I have seen 
the moral character of a community completely 
changed by a revival. Where idleness, dissipa- 
tion, and turmoil had been constantly witnessed, 
industry, sobriety, and good order have succeeded. 
The same tongue from which had rolled a torrent 
of profaneness and blasphemy, has been made to 
sing praises to that God whom it formerly curs 
ed. Hearts once separated by the most invete- 
rate hatred have beev united in bonds of the ten- 
derest love. I have see a youth eagerly engaged 
in scenes of riot and dissipation, from which the 
tears and entreaties of pions parents could not 
turn bim;—I have seen him pursue his sinful 
course for years, until his heart was apparently 
callous to all the pleadings of friends—to all 
the warnings, and threatnings, and commands of 
an cffended Gud—regardless of the invitations 
and glorious promises of a compassionate Re- 
deemer. Ina season of revival, 1 have seen such 
a youth aroused to a sense of his sins, and weep- 
ing with bitter lamentations on account of them; 
confessing his crimes in humiliation before God, 
and resolving in reliance upon Divine strength to 
break off his sins by righteousness, and to turn to 
the service of hisGod. And through succeeding 
years, [ have seen him walk blameless in the ordi- 
nances of the gospel, adorning the doctrines of God 
eur Saviour, by a well ordered life and eonversation. 
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I have seep a family that had been tormented 
by domestic discord, from whose walls peace and 
happiness had fled, leaving hatred in full posses- 
sion to breed strife and contention between parents 
and children, between brothers and sisters. The 
misery which such a state had occasioned, spake 
loudly that this house was divided against itself, 
and that it could not stand. Yetin a season of 
revival, I have seen such a family embrace each 
other with tears of the warmest affection—and 
morning and evening have they united with heart 
and tongue in rendering praises to the God of all 
grace. 

I have seen those who have been subjects of 
such changes, too, continue in a course of new 
obedience until called away from earth, and at that 
last trying hour, Ihave seen them smile at the 
prospect of death, rejoicing in the assurance of a 
happy immortality in those mansions of rest, pre- 
pared for the children of God from the founda- 
tion of the world. 

Now, Christian reader, to what spirit shall we 
attribute these changes which are so numerous and 
desirable ? changes which the oft repeated exer- 
trons of friendship and benevolence could never 
effect—changes too complete and permanent for 
the result of mere momentary enthusiasm, or for 
the exhibitions of hypocrisy. And when we wit- 
vess such effects as the result of a revival of reli- 
gion, shall we rejoice and give glory to God, or 
shall we mourn over the weakness of man, and 
call his zeal enthusiasm or delusion ? 

I trust that there are many who can say, that 
“though the wicked reproach—though the ene- 
mies of Jesus continue to say, he casteth out de- 


‘vils through the prince of devils—though many 


inay presume to censure the warm-hearted zeal of 
new-born Christians; still my soul shall magnify 
the Lord for these glorious displays of Redeem- 
ing grace."— West. Rec. EZEKIEL. 


FROM THE PHILADELPHIAN. 


REMARKS ON THE MORAL ASPECT WHICH OF- 
TEN IMMEDIATELY PRECEDES A REVIVAL OF 
RELIGION. 


Christians, and more especially christian minis- 
ters, are often called upon to prophesy, or rather 
to exercise their faith and put fourth their efforts, 
under the most forbidding circumstances. It is 
at the hour of disheartening extremity, that God 
stretcheth forth his arm for the deliverance of his 
children, and for the signal display of his own 
power and glory. Such he suffers to be the fact, 
no doubt, “lest Israel should vaunt themselves 
against him, saying, my own hand hath saved 
me.” 

It is in this train of thought, in connexion with 
facts before me, that I[ ain led to the conclusion, 
that revivals of religion generally commence at 
the time, when the hearts of God’s children are 
ready to faint within them, in that iniquity abounds 
and the love of many waxes cold. 

The Star of Bethlehem generally breaks forth 
from behind a threatening cloud or a howling tem- 
pest. Perhaps I could not better illustrate the pro- 
priety of the foregoing remarks than in the rela- 
tion of the following anecdote, 

Just previous to the commencement of a late 
revivalin one of the New- England villages, a larze 
circle of youth, of both sexes, having assembled 
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to spend the evening ofa holy Sabbath in though: 

less mirth, introduced various topics of light and 
trifling conversation ; until at length, as the eve- 
ning passed away, their subjects seemed to be ex- 
hausted; and almost imperceptibly the conversa- 
tion came to a solemn pause. Soon, however. 
ove more daring than the rest, interrupted the s1- 
lence. Said he, addressing himself to the whole 
company, “let us have a revival.” “ Yes,” said 
another, calling several yee present by nawe, 
“you, and you, &c. shall be the young corverts.” 
“ Yes,” said a third, * You Captain , and you 
Doctor » must be anxious, and be converted 
first, for you will be our deacons yet” In these 
and the like remarks they ridiculed all the yarious 
scenes, ordinarily exhibited in a revival of religion. 

They proceeded in their conversation from one 
degree of presumption to another, until, as some of 
the number have since declared, they became 
alarmed at the review of the awful steps which 
they had taken, in setting at naught the work of 
the Holy Spirit, A sudden alarm seemed to 
spread through the circle; and a second time all 
were silent. An unaccountable seriousness reign 
ed. Finally, after a long pause, one of the voung 
gentlemen again interrupted the silence.“ Well, 
(said he,) and what is the conclusion of the whole 
matter?” No reply was made. An intelligent 
young lady, one of ihe number, has since remark- 
ed, that to this question, her feelings almost invol- 
untarily prompted this answer:—“ To fear God 
and keep his commandments.” But she durst not 
utter it. Here the conversation ended and they 
immediately dispersed. Four weeks had hardly 
elapsed, before these self-same individuals, alinost 
without an exception, were assembled at the same 
hour in anxious meeting; and exhibited, in seri- 
ous earnest, the same scenes which had so recently 
constituted ihe subject of their sport and derision. 

It is no doubt the policy of the prince of dark 
ness, to allay the fears of the guilty as long as pos- 
sible, by throwing over them the enchantments of 
death! But we are not ignorant of his devices; 
how, when he discovers the dawn of a day which 
brings ruin to his kingdom, he arouses his sleeping 
subjects to sin desperately, to draw im@gaity with 
cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope. 
They say, let him make speed and hasten his work, 
that we may sce it: and let the counsel of the Ho. 
ly Ove of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may 
know it? 

But, O! how often when he thus urges men on 
to such presumptuous sins, are his purposes defeat- 
ed and overthrown. 

It isa fair inference from the foregoing, that 
sinners are less likely to be vanquished by the love 
of Christ, when sleeping in the tents of indifference, 
than when found in the field of active resistance ; 
that violent opposition to the trath, and more es- 
pecially to the grace displayed im revivals, may be 
taken generally as a strong indication that the 
heavenly Dove—the great agent in revivals, is hov- 
ering not far distant; and when a work of grace 
breaks forth under such circumstances, taking cap- 
tive such stout-hearted rebels, it redounds very 
much to the bonor of Christ’s kingdom. 


A BACKSLIDER. 











Mrs. W. was once engaged in all the rounds of 
fashionable pleasures. But in the midst of her 
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worldly amusements, she was visited, in the prov- 
idence of God, with a sad reverse of fortane. Her 
husband being ia a lucrative business they were too 
lavish of their wealth, and in a few years ‘heir for- 
‘une was expended. Ina short tune afier, her 
husband died, and she was lett 'o mourn over the 
sad change in ber earthly condition. Having been 
accustomed to ease and plenty, she, perhaps, would 
not long have survived to experience the reverse 
of fortune, had it not been for an only son, for 
whom she felt a mother’s solicitude to provide. 

Those with whom sie formerly associated, for- 
sook her in idversity ; and she was led by this cir- 
cunstance to reflection, Contemplation soon 
convinced her, thai every thing in this world is on- 
ceriain and vain; and then, perhaps for che first 
time in her Jife, she offered up a petition to the God 
of peace to impart to her soul the joys of salvation, 
He who is the widow’s friend, disposed her to at- 
tead more purticularly to the preaching of his 
word, and while listening to the trath, she was 
brought to see the enmity of her heart towards 
God, and that sin was the cause of all her sorrows; 
aud while her faihiul teasher was urging the ne- 
cessity of immediate repentance, sie submitted to 
God and found peace in believing. 

After be: conversion she made a public profes- 
sion of religion, and for a Jong time walked worthy 
the doctrines of the cross. Frequeutly, while con- 
trasting her present situation with the past, she 
wohid say to herself, | feel much more happy than 
when I was in the possession of thousands: and the 
pleasures of religion are infinitely superior to all 
the sinful and unsatisfying amusements of this 
faise and delusive world. 

All things succeeded well fora number of years, 
She was not wealthy to be sure, but then she lived 
conifortably, and was content with her condition, 
and ber son had now grown upa fine young man, 
and sie realized in his many virtues, al] she wish- 
ed or desired. 

But O! the ingratitude of the human heart! In 
the course of time as her circumstances improved, 
she forgot her Benefactor, and forsook the Lord. 
She again frequented the theatre and other places 
of fashionable resort, and it is unnecessary to add, 
that she lost all relish for public and-private devo- 
tion, and became as thoughtless and vain as she had 
ever been before. When admonished by her pi- 
ous friends that going to plays was inconsistent 
with her profession; she replied, that she did not 
think it wrong ; thus manifesting at once, how far 
she had alreacy lost sight of her duty as a Christian. 

But God convinced her of her error, and made 
her sorely repent of her sins. Her sou, who be- 
fore had promised much comfort and pleasure to 
his mother, by frequenting the theatre, was intro- 
duced into the society of the profane and vicious, 
and by degrees became equally as wicked as his 
companions. In the course of a short time he be- 
came an abandoned profligate, and not only squan- 
dered away what little his mother possessed, but 
abused, and then in the most cruel manner deser- 
ted her. 

When forsaken by her son and reduced to want, 
she thought of her folly, and with tears confessed, 
that visiting the theatre, and permitting her son to 
frequent such places, was the fruitful source of all 
her wretchedness. And after a jong illness in 
which she manifested the most humble penitence, 





she expired. 
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Reader, beware of such sinful amusements, or 
they may likewise prove to thee, the source of much 
temporal misfortune. and if persevreed in, will, 
MOST CERTAINLY prove the everlasting destruction 
of thy precious soul.—tb. G. M. 





FROM THE RECORDER AND TELEGRAPH. 


DIVISIONS AMONG CHRISTIANS. 

Messrs. Epstors,—I have read with deep in- 
terest, several communications which have appear- 
ed in your eolurns on the evils of divisions among 
Christians. I know of no subject of higher im- 
portance to the church, at the present day. On 
reading the remarks of Philo-.Anon, I would glad- 
ly have gathered about me all the Christians in 
the world, of every denomination, and published 
in the ears of the assembled multitude, the senti- 
ments of the writer. But rather than desire im- 
possibilities, [ will bless God that vour paper goes 
before the eves of thousands. May its circulation 
widen, with every succeedmg day, till we shall 
have no more cause to Weep over divisions in the 
church of God. 

Evils which the writer above named describes, I 
know have existed. JI have witnessed the termi- 
nation of several interesting revivals, from this 
cause. Is ii so, that good men will risk the dan- 

er of keeping hundreds out of the kingdom of 
Christ, ifthey may gain ten to their own sect /— 
Such I fear is the lamentable fact. What is the 
Shibboleth of a sect, when compared with faith in 
the only Redeemer? T fear that good men have 
forgotten that the truly converted of all denomina- 
tions will go to heaven; but the unconverted, of 
whatever denomination they may be, will perish. 
if it were not too much to believe, I should sav I 
Have seen a spirit in such as professed to have been 
born of God, that would put a peried to the pro 
gress of a revival, rather than have it prevail in > 
denomination to which they did not belong. Bles- 
sed he God, angels do not possess such feelings. 
nor do the spirits of just men made perfect. These 
things prove that the church is in the world, and 
manv who have come to her communion, have 
brought with them much, very much, of that self- 
ish, envious, jealous spirit, which characterizes a 
verv different kingdom from that of Christ. When 
will the redeemed of the Lord believe what he has 
told them, “ Ye are all one.” 

Suppose the subjects ofa revival should not be 
long to the church with which I am connected, or 
to the same denomination, are they lost from the 
family of Christ? And shall I not meet them in 
heaven? At the last day it will not be said, let 
all Congregational, or Presbyterian, or Baptist, 
or Episcopalian, or Methodist Christians, enter in- 
to the joys of their Lord; but let all who have 
washed their rebes and made them white ir the 
blood of the Lamb, enter into the kingdom fogeth- 
er !—What! together? O yes—Christ is ALL in 
all, in the world to which believers go. O that we 
eould have more of the spirit of heaven, while on 
our journey ; then we should not fall out by the 
way. 

So long as it must be said to Christians, “ re 

not carnal, and walk as men ?” revivals will not 
¢ frequent, lasting, or extensive. Christians may 

fast, and pray, and leap upon their altar; but so 
tong as they say in their hearts, my and not thy 
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kingdom come and thy will be done, all must be 
yain. If grace urges some hearts out of the nar- 
row limits of a particular sect, and the Spirit com- 
mences its operations, it is soon grieved away by 
the odious controversy about some internal forms, 
If God is ever pleased to send another blessing on 
the town where the writer is situated, and we are 
not without hope of this at the present time, [| 
would cheerfully enter into a solemn covenant 
with every denomination, to stand still and see 
the salvation of the Lord, till he has done his work ; 
and then let such as love the employment, labour 
to convert babes in Christ to the interests of their 
particular party. It is vain to talk to God or men 
about union, till the sons of our king learn not to 
look every man on his own things, but every man 
on things of others. 

I hope, Messrs. Editors, the church and world 
may hear from your correspondents again and 
agaio on this subjet. H. S. 


CAUSE OF SEAMEN. 
Schools for the Children of Seamen.—One of 


the proposed measures of the American Seamen’s 
Friend Society, is the establishment of Schools for 
the instruction of the children of Seamen, and of 
Seamea theinselves. In England these Institu- 
tions have been productive of great good. It is 
manifestly proper, that provision for the moral im- 
proveinent of the families of Sailors should be 
made, while they are far off promoting our com- 
merce, extending our knowledge, dispersing our 
Bibles, voyaging our Missionaries, or outward and 
homeward bound with the correspondence of the 
world. Besides the influence which well-educa- 
ted, moral families would have over Seamen, ma- 
ny of the children are growirg up to fill their fa- 
thers’ places.— What a consolation to a sailor, dy- 
ing of the yellow fever in the west, the cholora 
morbus in the east, the dysentery in the south, or 
the inflammatory catarrh in the north, to reflect in 
his last moments that he leaves his wife in his na- 
tive land, under a gospel ministry, through a soci- 
ety which inculcates that pure and undefiled reli- 
gion, Which consists in visiting the widow and the 
fatherless in their affliction, and therefore they will 
visit his widow, aid comfort Ais orphans, when his 
body is floating and dissolving amidst 
“ The wide waste of waters.” 
How consoling to his departing spirit, when with 
the heart of a father, mature sighs, and he bursts 
into an agony of grief, exclaiming, “ Ah! ny dear 
babes, I shall see you no more; bat blessed be God, 
iny beloved country, for which I have toiled and 
bled, is not ungrateful; she will think of her for- 
lorn dying sailors ;. she will remember their toils, 
and waichings, and she will look upon their fami- 
lies as the affecting legacy of her dying matmers. 
Yes, my babes shall be the tender objects of my 
country’s care, and my dearly beloved boys and 
girls shall be snatched from ruin, and trained up 
in the fear of God. Lord, *tis enough, I die in 
peace ; my precious soul I commit to thy redeem- 
ing mercy; my body I resign to corruption, until 
the sea shall give up its dead; my wife I surren- 
der to thy promishd eare and grace ; and my poor 
children [leave with thy honored servants and 
handmaids, who have vowed upon thy sacred altar, 
that 
“ The sailor's child shall never want a friend.” 

[ Mar. Mag. 
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Glorious prospects '—When the well-conceiv- 
ed measures of the “ American Seamen’s Friend 
Society” shall be carried into full operation, it wil! 
be next to infpossible for sailors to be grossly dis- 
sipated in au’ Americsn or English port. They 
must improve, “ The moment a sailor arrives, he 
will be met by the agents of moral and comforta- 
ble boarding-houses, inviting bim to take lodgings 
where he will be visited by committees, informing 
him of the religious provisions that have been 
made for his benefit, of the institution of Savings 
Banks for the investment of his surplus wages ; of 
lotelligence Offices, where he can enrol his name, 
aud have access to every species of intelligence 
necessary for him, and of the establishment of a 


_Jibrary and reading-room for the amusement of his 


leisure. Thus pursuing towards them an unwea- 
ried course of tender attentions while in port, and 
holding out every allurement to a virtuous life, it 
would be remarkable, indeed, if a great change 
should not be effected in the character of this com- 
munity.—7b. 





Savings Banks—Anecdote.— One of the means 
by which the lately organized “ American Sea- 
men’s Friend Society” proposes to promote the 
welfare of Seamen, is the establishment of Savings 
Banks. Experience has sufficiently proved the 
great utility of these institutions among landsmen. 
An anecdote of a Boston sailor has just fallen un- 
der our obsei vation, which may serve to show that 
they would be no Jess so among seamen. 
the survivors of the wreck of a vessel, which foun- 
dered at sea, returned home, much enfeebled in 
consequence of his severe sufférings, and stripped 
of all he had with him. He had, however, by in- 
dustry and economy, (being a pious man,) from 
time to time, lodged sums of money in the Boston 
Savings Bank, which on inquiring, in this other- 
wise destitute and hopeless condition, he found 
now amounted to Five Hundred Dollars! With 
proper advice, most sailors would thus deposit a 
yortion of the wages of every voyage, if Savings 
Banks were established specially for that purpose. 
The experiment has succeeded admirably in Eng- 
land.—tb. 





FROM THE CONNECTICUT OBSERVER. 


HOW TO AVOID GIVING. 
Or, be Just, before you are Generous. 


Mea. Epiror, 

Without deciding how much a man may in- 
volve himself in debt, at the expense of his own 
comfort and the instruction and happiness of his 
family, all will agree that he ought not to do it, to 
the injury of society, or the cause of benevolenee. 
I have a neighbour, who, I think, offends in this 
particular,—aud as my case, is not, I suspect, en- 
tirely singular, I wish to offer a few plain thoughts 
on this subject. My neighbour, then, I must in- 
form you, is a wealthy farmer—at least is reckon- 
ed so, among us ;—his farm is extensive, and well 
stocked—and his affairs are all prosperous. He is 
aiman who intends to be strictly honest —indeed, 
his favourite maxim, which I have heard him re- 
peat a thousand times, is, “ Be just before you are 
generous.” He is naturally kind—in many re- 
spects, he is an excellent member of society ; bus 
after all,he has one fault, which much impedes 
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his usefulness—and if I must say it, his respecta- 
bility. He hasa wonderful desire to add field to 
field—and house to house. This he does not ain 
nor wish to do, by unfair bargains, but by hard la- 
bour, and what he calls, the strictest prudence. 
He cannot, or it seems as if he could not, resist 
a temptation to purchase every acre of land offer- 
ed for sale, which lies in the vicinity of his own 
The consequence is, he is constantly in debt, and 
though among the richest men in our parish, never 
feels able to do any thing for benevolent objects 
—especially for the missionary cause, because he 
must * Be just before he is generous.” That is, 
as he interprets it. He can give nothing to the 
Lord, anti! he kas bought all the land he wishes, 
and has paid for it. I have many atime tried to 
persuade him to subscribe to a little Bible Society 
which we have here,—but could never yet break 
over his ideas of justice. He professes much in- 
terest in such things, and hopes, by and by, he 
shall get out of debt, and then he will do some- 
thing—but at present he really is so involved, he 
cannot conscientiously give a farthing in charity, 
Not long since, we made an effort to increase our 
library—and as he has a large family, some of 
whom are fond of reading, we thought he might 
be induced to aid in the project ;—but all his affec- 
tion, and even pride, could not prevail on him to 
be generous and liberal before he was just. Yet 
the very next day, without any hesitation, he made 
a contract for many hundred dollars’ worth of 
land. 1 begin to fear that the time never will 
come, when his conscience will suffer him to be 
benevolent. 

And it is quite curious, Mr. Editor, to see how 
he almost seems to envy those of us who, though 
poor in comparison with himself, are not hindered 
by voluntary engagements, from doing a little, for 
the souls of our fellow men.—* O if he only had 
as much ready money as some uf his veighbours, 
it would be so pleasant to bestow it liberally.”” And 
he seems really to think that others, who have not 
the sane rage for buying lands and houses, and 
therefore have not so many notes to pay as him- 
self, are justly bound to bear those expenses and 
perform those labours which must be borne and 
performed by somebody, or society could not 
flourish. 

Now it seems to me that he, andI fear many 
others, are wretchedly deceiving themselves—and 
that while they are needlessly prevented from be- 
ing charitable and efficient in the concerns of so- 
ciety by a weight of voluntary debt, the maxim, 
“Be just before you are generous,” will answer 
neither at the bar of public opinion, nor before the 
tribunal of heaven. No man, it seemsto me, has 
any right, for the gratification of ambtion or 
vain desire, to fetter himself with obligations 
which prevent him from discharging all the claims 
of benevolence and of the public good. If my 
neighbour had always kept these in view, while en- 
tering into his contracts, there would be no occa- 
sion for these remarks. A FARMER. 


TREATY WITH THE OSAGELS. 

A treaty with the Great and Little Osages was 
concluded on the 2d of June last, at St. Louis 
Missouri, by Gen. Wm. Clark, Commissioner on 
the part of the United States. The general prin- 
ciples of the treaty are the same as those of the 
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treaty with the Kansas, of which we gave en ac- 
coum several days ago. The Indians cede all 
their lands in Missouri and Arkansas und else- 
were, aud then reserve a defined territory, west of 
the Missouri line, 50 miles square, an Agent to be 

érmitted to reside on the reservation, and the 
Boned States to have a right of tree navigation in 
all the waters in tee tract. The United States pay 
an annuity of $7000 for 20 veers; furnish forth 
with 600 head of caitle, 600 hogs, 1000 fowls 10 
yoke of oxen, 6 carts, with farming uteusils, per- 
sons to teach the Indians agriculture, and a black 
smith; and build a commodious dwelling-house 
for each of the four principal chiefs at his own vil- 
lage. Particular lots of a mile square, are reserv- 
ed for certain half-breeds ; and 54 sections of one 
mile square each are also to be laid off and sold 
under the direction of the President, for the es 
tablishment of a fund for the support of schools 
for the benefit of the Osage children. The Uni 
ted States also assuine debts due by certain chiefs 
and others of the tribes, to trading-houses for mer- 
chandise, to citizens for spoilations of property, 
and to the tribe of Delawares for certain claims ; 

rovision is made for benefit of the Harmony 
Mission establishment; and in addition to the 
preceding payments, &c. the United States agree 
to deliver at the Osage villages as soon as may be, 
$4000 in merchandise, and $2600 in horses and 
their equipments.— Troy Sentinel. 





American Colony in Africa.—A vessel sailed 
on Monday of last week, from Baltimore, for the 
colony of Liberia, with about twenty coloured 
persons. The Rev. Moses Freeman, a very re- 
spectable minister of the Gospel, of the Methodist 
persuasion, accompanies them. It is said that 
Col. William Dickinson, of Baltimore, sends out 
a slave belonging to him, for whom he has been 
offered five hundred dollars. He will also furnish 
him with a quantity of tobacco, and some other 
articles, as ay outfit. This is a noble act of gene- 
rosity, which ought not to escape the favouraLte 
notice of the public. Another gentleman of the 
same city, it is reported, offers a number of slaves 
their liberty, upon condition of their removal to 
Liberia. Hundreds of masters in different parts 
of the country would do the same; and the means, 
the means of transporting them, is only wanted, 
to enable thousands of slaves to secure their {ree- 
dom, uumediately in Africa and Hayti. 


| Gen. of U. Emane. 
A WARNING TO THE PROFANE. 


We mention for the serious consideration of 
profane: men and Universalists, an occurrence 
which recently took place in this city. A young 
map, who bad come in from the country for the 
sake of more profitable employment, was particu- 
larly addicted to the habit of profaneness. Not 
many weeks since, he was suddenly brought to 
that period of Jife which thousaads madly venture 
upon, as the season of their repentance and con- 
version. Butmark the end! At this awful mo- 
ment, just as his soul was about to take its eter- 
na! fltght,—instead of throwing himself into the 
arms o: tai Mercy which he had so long despised, 
he vented his malignity in such oaths and blas- 
phemies, as made every person present shudder 
with horror. Even the minister who was called 








fF ez. 
to visit him, after endeavouring in vain to check 
nis fury, tili his soul could be commended to God 
in prayer, thought it his duty to retire. He felt 
that he could not sustain an atmosphere so near 
akin to that of hell. In a short time after, the 


poor wretch died as he had lived—a blasphemy, ' 
[ Ree. & Tel. 


CONVERSION OF AN [INFIDEL PHILOSOPHER. 
Such of our readers as have paid attention to 
French literature, know that there was a society of 
emivent men of letters, who held regular meetings 
iu order to canvass the mode of directing their at- 
tacks against Christianity. Diderot was the pa- 
triarch of these atheists. D’Alembert, Euclos, 
Condorcet, and many others were members of this 
society. But none was more conspicuous than 
M. dela Harpe. He was the favorite of Voltaire; 
repeatedly visited him, and resided with him at 
Ferney ; acted on his theatre; dedicated his first 
play to him; and in return, Voltaire revised his 
productions,—recommended him to official pat- 
1onage,—secured a party in his favor,—and, in 
short, exerted all his interest to render him popu- 
lar. De la Harpe, treading in the footsteps of his 
master, promoted the French revolution to his ut- 
most. The ever shifting gevernors of France, dur- 
ing many a turbulent scene, were sometimes friend- 
ly, soiwetimes inimical, to literature and literati. 
By one of these temporary presidencies, M. de la 
Harpe was arrested and shut up in the Luxem- 
burg. The greater number of those with whom 
he had been particularly connected, had already 
suffered on the scaffold, and the same fate appear- 
ed to be reserved forhim. At the mowent when 
he was consigned to a prison, the opinions of those 
modern philosophers with whom he had associa- 
ted, were not effaced from his mind; and though 
he abominated their effects, the principles them- 
selves had not altogether lost their influence. 

In this comfortless situation, M. de la Harpe had 
the happiness of finding a fellow-prisuner, whose 
pie‘y afforded him the means of consolation, and 
by him it was recommended to employ himself in 
studying the Psalms of David, which M. de la 
Harpe had never looked imto, but as containing 
some poetical beauties: and even of these he did 
not retain the least remembrance. His new friend 
howeve;, fearing lest he might alarm the philoso- 
pher by such a proposition, urged this employment 
rather as the means of amusing bis anxious mind ; 
and therefore, requested him to write a mere lite- 
rary commentary on these sublime productions. 

M. de la Harpe, charmed with an occupation 
which was sc comfortable to his taste and inclina- 
tions, entered at once upon the work. At tne ve- 
ry commencement of it, he was convinced that the 
Psalms contained poetical beauties of a supenor 
character; and as he proceeded, this opinion was 
proportionally heightened. The perusal of other 
pious works strengthened the growing disposition ; 
and he at length discovered the real source of those 
consolations, and that help to which the wretched 
vever apply in vain.—This commentary which 
was at first undertaken with the warmth of grati- 
tude, and continued with the zeal of piety. became 
the preliminary discourse of the translation of the 
Psalter, the first work in which the suthor announ- 
ced his conversion. 








This conversion was atiended with all the marks 
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of a sincere conviction. The manuscript notes of 
M. de la Hare afford an additional proof of it. “I 
was in prison,” says he, “all alone in a small 
chamber, and ina state of profound sorrow ;—but 
many days did not pass before I found the study 
ofthe Psalms and the Gospels had produced a 


rhs though gradual effect in my mind. J was 
already numbered among the faithful. [beheld a 


new light but it alarmed and terrified me, by dis- 
eovering the abyss—an abyss of forty years of er- 
rors. I beheld all the eval, but could not discern 
the remedy. There was no one to afford me aid. 
On the one hand, my life appeared before me, 
represented to me by a light which beamed froin 
the torch of celestial truth. On the other, I look- 
ed on death, which I daily expected, and as it was 
then inflicted. ‘The priest no longer appeared on 
the scaffold to console the dying victim ; he ascen- 
dedit ratuer to die himself there. Oppressed by 
these desolating ideas, my lieart sunk within me: 
and addressing myselfin a smothered voice, to the 
God whom I had searcely known, what ought [ to 
do? said I,—what will be my lot? Upou the ta- 
ble !avy Thomas a Kempis. I had been already 
assured of the excellency of his work, of the com- 
fort I should derive from it, and of the power it 
possessed to soothe my desponding thoughts, I 
thereiore opened the book as accident directed, 
and my eyes fell at once upon these words; ‘ Be- 
hold [am here my son; I come to you because 
you have called upon me.’ [ read nomore. The 
instantaneous impression which 1 experienced, is 
beyond all expression ; and J am as unable to de- 
scribe asta forget it. I fell with my face on the 
earth, and bathed in tears; while my words and 
my cries were but half uttered from the violence 
of my sobbings. At the same time, I found my 
heart expanding and relieved ; but at tae very same 
moment, as if it were ready to split. Indeed I re- 
member very little of this situation, but that I wept 
long, and that beyond all comparison: my heart 
never experienced such violent and delicious emo- 
tions, and these words, * Behold [ am here, my 
son,’ did not cease to resound as it were through 
my soul, and to arouse all the faculties of it.” 

When M. de la Harpe was liberated from pris- 
on his sole occupation was to support the cause 
which he had so fervently embraced. 

[ Evan. Mag. 





IMAGE WORSHIP IN SPAIN. 
From the “ Poor Mnan’s Preservative against 
Popery,” bythe Rev. Blanco White. 

He that would know genuine Popery, must go 
to Spain, the country where it has been allowed to 
grow and unfold into its full size. There you 
would see all the engines of Rome at work, and 
perfectly anderstand the true and original object 
of her inventions. To show you at one glance 
the benefit derived by the Priests from image 
worship, I will tell you what happened at Madrid, 
during a residence of three years, which I made in 
that most [Roman] Catholic capital. In one of 
the meanest parts of the town, the ragged children 
who ar> always running about the streets, found 
an old picture which had been thrown with othe: 


Image Worship in Spain.— Obituary. 
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on it the head ofa Virgin Mary. Hier screams of 
horror at the profanation which she beheld, scared 
away the children, and the old woman was left in 
possession of the treasure. The gossips of the 
neighborhood were anxious to make some amends 
to the picture for the past neglect and ill treatment, 
and they all contributed towards the expense of 
burning a lamp, day and night, before it, in the 
old woman’s bouse. A priest getting scent of 
what was going on, took the scratched Virgin un- 
der his patronage, framed the canvass, and added 
another light. All the rich folks who heard of 
this new-found image, caine to pray before it, and 
gave something to the Priest and the old woman, 
who were now in close partnership. In a very 
short time the amount of the daily donations ena- 
bled the joint proprietors of the picture to builda 
fine Chapel, with a comfortable house adjoining it 
for themselves. ‘The Chapel was crowded from 
morning till night; not a female high or low, but 
firmly believed that her life and safety depended 
upon the favor of that particular picture: the rich 
endeavored to obtain it by large sums of money for 
masses to be performed, and candles to be burnt 
before it; and the poor stinted their necessary food 
to throw a mite into the box which hung at the 
door of the chapel. Ido not relate to you old sto- 
vies; [I state what I myself have seen. 


Mbituary. 
REEL EILEEN ER A SEED 
MRS. TRUMBULL. 


Ditp,—In this city, on Friday, the 3d inst. Mrs. Eu- 
nice Trumbull, relict of Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. former- 
ly governor of this state. On Monday, her remains were 
carried to the centre meeting-house, where a very appro- 
priate sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Taylor. 

From an expectation that we shall be able, ere long, to 
present our readers with a memoir of this excellent wo 
man, we shal! not attempt at this time, to give, even a 
sketch of her distinguished virtues, 


ea 

On the 20th ult. a child of Mr. James Bradley, age j 4 
months; on the 29th, John, son of Mr. Calvin Beach, 
aged 9 months; on the Ist inst. Mr. Willis Hise, aged 
24. 

At the alms-house in this town, on the 3d inst. Mr. Johu 
Isles, 42; Mrs. Hannah Johnson, of Orange, 65; on the 
26th ult. Jack Mosely, a colored man, 4. 

At Meriden, on the 24th ult. Mr. Darling Drayton, 44 

At Derby, on the 3d inst. Capt. Joseph Hull, aged 75, 
father of Com. Isaac Hull. 

At Norwalk, Mr. Hiram Hurlbut, aged 24. 

At Guilford, on the 26th ult. Mrs. Maria Parmelee, 
wife of Capt. Joel Parmelee, aged 29. 

At Mattituck, Long Island, on the 8th ult. Mrs Luer- 
etia Thompson, wile of the Rev. Lathrop Thompsen, 
aged 65. pa 
At South-Wilbraham, Mass. Dr. John Indicott, 79, for 
merly of Harvord. ra 

At Utiea, on the 25th ult. in the 35th year of his age, 
Mr, Andrew Merrell, one of the padlishers of the West 
ern Recorder. ; 

At East Florida, Nicholas S. Rutgers, son of Nicholas 
G. Rutgers, of New-York. 

At Montgomery, N. Y. John Blake, Esq. 62. 
At Somerville, N. J. Dickerson Miller, he a member 
of the General Asxembly for the county of Somerset. 

At Philadeiphia, Wm. M’Corkle, Esq. late editor and 
proprietor of the Freem au’s Journal, 40 

At Harriagton, Me. Major Joseph Wallace, 99. 





rubbish upon a dunghill, Not knowing what the 
picture was, they tied to it a piece of rope, and | 
were draggiiic it about, when an old woman in the 
neighborhood looked at the cauvass, ald found up- | 


| more, aged 110. 


At Kensington, N. H. on the 4th ult. Mr. Joho Colla. 


At Kingston, Mass, Mrs. Hannah Faller, wife et Mi 


Benjamin Fuller, 62 
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POrny. 
eee eee 
THE MISSIONARY EMBAKKING. 
The gallant ship is under weigh 
That bears me off to sea; 
And yonder Goats the streamer gay, 
That savs it waits for me : 
The seaman dips hia ready oar, 
Of ebbing waves to tell, 
I must not tinger oa the shore ; 
My native iand, farewell! 





a 


I go—but not to plouwh the main, 
‘lo ease a eaitie mind ; 

Nor do I pant vn batile-plain 
The victor’s wreath to bind: 

I shall not search for treasures hid, 
The mountain or the fell; 

"Tis not for joys like these I bid 
My native land farewell. 


I go to burst the fowler’s snare, 
lo shake the tyrant's threne ; 
1 go, the name of Christ to bear 
Where Satan rules alone : 
But while my pilgrim feet shall stray 
W here doubt and darkness dwell, 
Dear land of light, (my heart shall say,) 
My native land, farewell! 


I go, an erring child of dust, 
A thousand foes among ; 
Yer in his gracious aid I trust, 
Who makes the feeble sirong : 
My sun, my shield, forever nigh, 
He shall my fears dispe! ; 
That hope supports me while I sigh, 
My native land farewell! 


I ga, devoted io hus Cross, 
And to hin Wil sosiga’d ; 

His presence shall supply the loss 
Of all I leave bebind: 

His presence cheers the lonely cot, 
Aud lights the darkest cell ; 

His presence gilds the exile’s lot; 
My native land, farewell ! 


I go, because my Master's cali 
Has made the duty phin ; 
No dangers e'er the beart appal 
W here Jesus stoops to reign :— 
But now we gain the vessel's side, 
The sails their bosoms swell ; 
Thy beauties into distance glide, 
My native land, farewell ! H. E. 








OUR CHILDREN. 

Parents, I exhort you to love your children. Make them 
as happy as is consistent with innocence. Remember 
that the periods of childhood and youth soon pass away ; 
and that they ought not to be deprived of any satisfactions 
which of right belong to them.” Let your government be 
mild and equitable. Provoke not your children to anger 
lest they be discouraged. Irritate not their tempers with 
severity ; torture not their hearts with cruelty. The love 
of power is so natural to man, that even parents are in 
danger of displaying too much in he management of their 
children, and of exacting from them too slavish a subinis- 


sion, The wills of «ire shoul) be reguiated, bat not 











bee, 


broken. Be careful therefore, whilst you aim to make 
hem modest and obedient, that you do not render them 


sentiment, and heroism of conduct—that you do not dis- 
) sit them from serving their country as seamen and sv} - 
cdiers, as statesman and orators. But io avoiding this ex- 
treme, guard atthe same time against an excessive indal- 
gence, an error which is equally pernicions. Do not for 
the sake of gratifying them in a present moment, lay up 
for them many future years of bitter repentance. 

Though the minds oi children may be innocent, yet they 
are not, previous to instruction, positively virtaous. They 
are a soil where every kind of seed will vegetate. Now 
the air is filled with the seeds of vice—pluck up theretore 
the weeds of evil as soon as they appear—be constantly 
employed ia cultivating the manners, the understandings, 
and the hearts of your offspring. Let the howrs which are 
not spent in the schools of judicious and enlightened pve- 
ceptors, be passed under your own eyes~ Let not your 
children be educated in the street, where they wil! be in 
constaut danger of learning impure aud profane language, 
ard of becoming rude, mischievous and quarrelsome. 

In five, bring up your children in the nurture and adao- 
nition of the Lord—make them pious christians and good 
men. Remember that you are entrusted with an impor- 
ant charge, and that the welfare of your country depends 
on your domesiic discipline—for the best and wisest laws 
will avail littie in a country where family government is 
generally’ neglected.—Dr eau. 


SLOTH. 

Sloth is the vice of virtue ; it is the secret reason wh: 
Christians are not more useful, scholars more learned, 
and ministers more successful. A wicked man is com- 
monly active. Ali his powers operating in one direction, 
he rolls to his purposes with the velocity of a torrent 
Sanctification is partial; hence the good man never acts 
with the unity of aim which the sinner feels. Besides, 
virtue itself is a calm principle. We make it too caim. 
Theve is a difference between Jordan’s gentle current 
nudthe Dead Sea.—Chris Spec. 





THE PURE .N HEART. 
AN ANECDOTE. 

A gentleman, in his visits among the poor, met with on 
of his little sabbath-sehvol scholars, a lie girl not six 
years old, who had juSi vegun to read in the New Tesia- 
ment. This child being tond of singing, was anxious to 
possess one of the school hymn books, which the gentle- 
man kindly promised her, on condition that she would 
jeara to read the fifth and sixth chapters of St. Matthew's 
Gospel within the space of a fortaight. The little girl im- 
mediately undertook the task, and having brought her two 
chapters to the gentleman, began to read; bat when she 
had finished the first twelve verses, he caused her to slop, 
in order to inquire of her, which of the qualities descri- 
bed in the beauitudes she should desire most to possess, 
She paused a little, ahd then replied with a modest smile, 
“J would rather be pure in heart.” ~ 

The gentleman asked her wherefore she should choose 
this blessed quality above all the rest. Ln reply to which, 
she answered to this purpose—* Sir, if | could but obtain 
a pure heart, { ihouid en geunen all tie other good qual 
ities spoken of in this chapter. 

My little Reader,—Could you have made such an an- 
swer as this, | fear you could not, let me then entreat yoa 
to seek to be made like this holy child who is described 
above. 

Little children are naturally ignorant, and their minds 
are dark, but when the — Spirit becomes their teach- 
er, then tLey are made to understand mary things of which 





they were before quite ignorant.—Phil. Kec. 
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dithdent awd servile—that you do not stifle manliness of 
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